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Saw;mills In Nebraska 
Karl Loerch, 
Extension Forestry Specialist 
This publication is designed to better inform the 
people of Nebraska as to the location and production of 
sawmills in the state, and the type and cost of services 
offered by the operators. The material presented is 
based on a survey]:/ made by the author in 1954 and 
covers theperiodfromJanuary1, 1953 to December 31, 
1953. 
Nebraska is not generally thought of as a timber 
producing state, havingapproximately900,000 acres\ of 
native woodlands, which is 3 per cent of its total land 
area. However, during 1953 there were 286 sawmill 
operators in the state, 187 of which were actively en-
gaged in sawing lumber from Nebraska grown trees. 
These sawmills offer a great service to farmers who 
wish to have their trees converted into lumber. 
The list of sawmill operators, on pages 11, 12, 13, 
14, and 15, is probably incomplete, even though it was 
based on a very thorough survey. In addition, the names 
on a list of this type are continuously changing. The au-
thor would appreciate if any errors, or any necessary 
additions or deletions were brought to his attention. It 
is hoped that agricultural workers will make use of this. 
circular in directing farmers to the sawmills in their 
area and in encouraging better utilization of the state 1 s 
timber res·ources. 
Characteristics of Nebraska Sawmills 
Most Nebraska sawmills are located on farms and 
are operated by farmers. Only 10 to 15 per cent of the 
total number of mills are operated by non-farmers. 
However, non-farmer operated mills account for ap-
proximately 75 per cent of the total production of lumber. 
1/ Survey made in cooperation with Central States 
Forest Experiment Station, tJ. S. Forest Service, 
Columbus, Ohio. 
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Many farmer-operated mills are used for production 
of lumber needed on the farm. Others do some custom 
sawing in addition to their own work. Practically all 
of these mills are operated only for a few months during 
the winter when other farm work does not keep the op-
erator fully occupied. 
Some of t he sta te's sawmills can b e considered as 
commercial ope rations s ince they not only do custom 
work, but a l so b uy timber on a stumpage~ / basis, cut 
the lumber, and market it through commercial channels. 
Many of these ope rators have contracts for lumber 
with box factorie s, planing mills, or other wood using 
industries. 
The breakdown of the number of sawmills active in 
Nebraska in 1953 by the above mentioned classifications 
is as follows: 
Farm (for use on the farm only) - - - - - 60 
Farm and custom sawing - - - - - - - - 87 
Commercial (both custom sawing 
and for sale purposes)-- 40 
Total - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 187 
The make and size of sawmills in the state varies 
widely; all those surveyed used circular saws. Most 
of the mills were of a permanent nature but very few 
had a roofed shelter. The majority of the mills were 
powered by farm tractors. some had stationary engines, 
and at least one utilized steam power. 
The number of men usually working at the mills 
varied from one to six. Most of the mills employed 
e ither two or three. Very often only one of these men 
has had any previous experience in operating a sawmill. 
:?:_} Stumpage refers to value of standing timber. 
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Distribution of Sawmills in Nebraska 
Nebraska's sawmills are widely scattered across 
the entire state. Of the 93 counties 63 had at least one 
mill in 1953. Most of the 30 counties that had no mills 
were in the western one-third of the state. 
The greatest concentration of sawmills was found in 
the Pine Ridge area in the northwest corner of the state 
and along the major water courses. Forth~ sake of re-
porting distribution and production of saw m i 11 s by 
districts the state has been divided into seven areas 
based upon the main watersheds as follows: (1) Mi.ssouri 
River, (2) Elkhorn River, (3) Loup River, (4) Platte 
River, (5) Blue River, (6) Republican River, and (7) 
Pine Ridge and Niobrara River. 
The distribution of the total number of mills and 
those active during 1953 by these districts is shown 



























Production of Sawmills in 1953 
The total production of native lumber by Nebraska 
sawmills in 1953 amounted to 8, 174, 000 board feet. 
Most of this was dimension lumber and boards with a 
few timbers being produced. Cottonwood accounted for 
over 7 9 per cent of the total, heading the list of species 
cut in every district except for the Pine Ridge and 
Niobrara River district where Ponderosa pine was the 
species most used for lumber. 
FIGURE 1, LOCATION OF NEBRASKA SAWMILLS 
• ACTIVE DURING 1953 
X IDLE DURING 1953 
The Missouri River district produced the largest 
volume of lumber, making up nearly 40 per cent of the 
state's production. Several mills in this area cut lumber 
from piling, salvaged from the Missouri River including 
such species as Douglas-fir, cypress, and southern 
pine. 
The annual production of indivi-dtlal mills varied 
greatly, ranging from less than 1, 000 board feet to as 
much as 700 thousand board fe e t , The number of mills 
falling within certain production limits were as follows: 
Annual Production M. B. F)! Number of Mills 
1 10 92 
11 50 54 
51 - 100 20 
101 - 500 17 
501 f- 4 
187 
A com p 1 e t e breakdown of lumber production by 
districts and by species is shown in table 1 on the fol-
lowing page. The production figures by counties are 
shown in figure 2. 
Prices Received for Native Lumber, 
Custom Sawing, and Stumpage 
It is difficult to determine an average or current 
price for native lumber, custom sawing, or stumpa ge. 
Many saw m i 11 operators do not s e 11 lumber, do no 
custom work, and have never purchased standing tim-
ber. The figures presented here are based on inform-
ation gathered from operators active during 195 3. 
Prices received for native cottonwood lumber 
ranged from $50 - $85 per thousand board feet with an 
average of $60/MBF. Native pine lumber sold for an 
average of $70 /MBF. The other hardwoods, such as 
oak, maple, sycamore, hackberry, etc., genera lly 
brought a higher price, the average being $75/MBF. 
All prices quoted refer to rough, green lumber sold on 
a mill-run basis. 
l_/ M. B. F. means thousand board feet. 
Table 1 - 1953 Lumber Production of Districts by Species 
(Expressed in board feet) 
I! 
Missouri Elkhorn Loup 




Oak:. I 254,500 4,000 3, 000 
Soft Maple 3, 000 1,000 
Elm2/ 95, 000 8, 000 4,000 
..t:Hack 
Walnut 35, 500 7, 000 2,000 
Green Ash 16, 000 5, 000 4, 000 
Hackberry 14, 000 1,000 500 
Eastern 
Red cedar 1,000 1,500 
Basswood 5,000 1, 000 
Sycamore 4,500 
Kentucky 
Coffeetree 1, 000 1, 000 
Total 3,246,500 1, 991, 000 1, 154, 000 
1 I Includes bur, white, red, and black oak 
2 I Includes American and red elm 
DISTRICT 
Blue Platte 
411 000 394,500 
5, 000 2, 000 
2,000 2, 000 
85, 000 6, 000 
284,000 
28,000 5, 000 
18, 000 500 
5, 000 3, 500 
10, 000 1, 000 
2, 000 1, 500 
850,000 416, 000 
Pine Ridge 
& Niobrara Ree_ublican 
2 9, 000 78, 000 
367, 500 
3,500 2, 000 
2, 500 20, 000 
1, 000 
5, 500 2, 000 
1, 000 
3, 000 1, 000 
500 
412, 500 104,000 
Totals 













8, 174, 000 
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FIGURE 2. NATIVE LUMBER PRODUCTION BY COUNTIES IN 1953 (MBF) 
co 
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The rates for custom sawing varied greatly. Some 
operators had only one price while others quoted one 
price for cottonwood and a somewhat higher rate for 
other hardwoods. The condition of the logs also had 
some influence on the rate charged. The charge for 
custom sawing varied from $22 - $40 /MBF with the 
average around $28/MBF when the operator had to do 
all the work himself or provide his own help. If the 
farmer whose logs were being sawed helped at the mill 
or furnished the help the rate ranged from $12. 50-
$32/MBF with an average of $21/MBF. If the sawmill 
opera tor did all of the logging, hauling, and sa wing, 
which was the case in a few instances, the rate was 
around $40 /MBF. 
Since in Nebraska very few sales of timber are 
made on a stumpage or standing tree basis, it is very 
difficult to arrive at a fair estimate of stumpage price. 
For most species it would fall between $5 - $10 /MBF. 
Some of the more valuable species such as black walnut 
or redcedar would, of course, demand a much higher 
price. 
Although these price figures are based on rather 
limited information, they should be of some help to those 
who are contempla'ting sale or purchase of wood products 
and those that have native trees that can be converted 
to lumber. 
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List of Nebraska Sawmill Operators in 1953 














































































































































So. Sioux City 
Waterbury 
Dakota City 
So. Sioux City 
















*Pearson, V. N. 
*Street, Art 





*Ellyson, W. D. Newcastle 
Good, R.P. Allen 
Hoesing, Peter Newcastle 
Ma gnuson, Ray Allen 
Osbahr, Myron Alle n 
Shellenberger, Henry Newcastle 
















''Dyer, John Waterloo 
Marquette Sawmill 
&Lbr. Co. 
2134 Washington Omaha 
*Meyer, Marion 
3917No. 56th Omaha 
Phillips Basket Co. 
2821 Grebe Omaha 











Hamik, Fra nk 
Kolina, Joe 
*Miles, H. H. 


























Ramsey & Lohmeyer 
Trump, Dudley 
Vicars, Lester 
Riverton *Poppe, Walter 











































































*Morris, W. A. 
Merrick 
Barcel, Don 















Springview Biere, Herman 

























































Cremeen, L . R. 
:Finecy, Cedric 
Red Willow 














































Roberts and Stice 
Scheutz, George, Jr. 
Scheutz, George, Sr. 
Uhri, John 
Rock 







































*Vaughn. F. W, 
*Wiles Bros. 
Sioux 
Sabetha,Kans. Bell, Perry 
Rulo Debock, Henry 
Rulo Doyle, Tom 
Sabetha,Kans. *Engebretson, J-ohn 
Preston *Grote, Earl 










































































































*Goodban, A. J. 
Red Cloud 
Guide Rock 
Ericson 
Bartlett 
York 
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